
Production of the Web Site

Conclusion of a partnership project 
involving cSPACE, the Royal Docks 
Community School, NewVIc Sixth Form 
College and University of East London

 
www.ypg2rd.org

The Young Person’s
          guide to the

Royal Docks



Which places around London’s Royal Docks do you think would 

be of interest to young people? Some you may guess, others 

might surprise you. From London City Airport to the Garden 

Café, over two hundred Newham teenagers have created 

materials for an online guide - their views indicating where they 

really like to go and what they feel is good about this area.

This report documents the concluding part of this project.
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The Project

Three years ago a lack of materials on the cultural heritage of the area 
surrounding the eastern docks was identified by the Museum in Docklands. 
While those in Tower Hamlets have a rich and well documented heritage, ‘The 
Royals’ were largely overlooked in the massive redevelopment of the 1980’s. 
In recent times however, as the focus of regeneration in the Thames Gateway 
region turns ever more eastward, new development is now beginning to 
transform this area. 

Commercial, residential and leisure developments are already beginning to 
make a significant impact on the area. While the regeneration underway 
offers potential opportunities for the younger generation, new developments 
sometimes fail to meet local needs - a bewildering set of circumstances for 
young people witnessing change in the lives of their communities. 

In the initial phase of the project during 2005/6, pupils from the Royal Docks 
Community School were helped to research the area by students from the 
University of East London and Newham College of Further Education, looking 
at locations they were familiar with as well as others new to them. They used 
visual arts and media processes to express feelings and ideas about these 
locations and begin photographic documentation. During the second phase in 
2006/7, this was developed into a systematic recording of twenty sites that 
had significance to them - locations they felt would also be of interest to young 
visitors and newcomers to the area.
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Through this process of developing a ‘guide’, they gained an understanding of 
the past and present as well as the future, exploring what ‘heritage’ means 
for them, and what they would choose to pass on as a legacy of their own 
experience. While this was in progress, Media students from NewVIc Sixth 
Form College created sound collages for each site. Working closely with 
their college tutors, as well as cSPACE staff, they recorded ambient sounds 
on location and mixed these with interviews and music to accompany the 
photographs made by the pupils. 

A web site containing all these materials was launched at the Museum in 
Docklands in March 2007, where participants presented their choices for the 
guide and the process through which these had come about, to an audience 
of one hundred and forty people. 

Each received a certificate presented by a senior member of staff from their 
institution to acknowledge their contribution to the project. This was followed 
by a presentation by Michele Bailleux, director of the Royal Docks Partnership, 
who outlined plans for the regeneration of the area. At a ‘question time’ event 
with roving microphones, participants were invited to raise their own queries 
about the future and how proposals might affect young people in particular. 
A lively debate ensued, where issues of climate change, homelessness, 
accessibility and inclusion were raised, drawing on participants’ increasing 
consciousness of their potential future roles in this location.
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Production work throughout has been linked to the Cascade mentoring 
programme. This enables a transfer of skills, knowledge and experience to 
be passed from arts and media professionals through different levels of 
education from university to college to schools - supported by local centres of 
arts, heritage and industry. Positive learning experiences are thus created for 
all involved, whilst enabling young people to make public comment on issues of 
regeneration that will affect their future lives. 

This year saw students from the University of East London supporting NewVIc 
college students on their own sound production as well as teaming up with 
them on site visits for Royal Docks School pupils; the combined expertise 
within the ‘cascade’ approach supporting the youngest cohort.

‘working on the CASCADE project spurred 
my interest in participatory arts … it was 
inspiring to work with different educational 
institutions being brought together to work 
on a single project’

Carlo Roberts :  BA F ine Art ,  Univers i ty  Of  East  London
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Royal Docks Community School

Young people from the Royal Docks Community School went on site visits 
in order to re-visit familiar places and discover new ones. Accompanied by 
media professionals and students from the University of East London and 
NewVIc Sixth Form College, they investigated and recorded what they felt to 
be interesting and relevant for their age group.

More than four thousand digital photographs were taken, from which 
participants chose their twenty best sites and created a final selection of 
images for the web site. Some were well known public institutions; some had 
heritage value, while others were places where they just enjoyed ‘hanging out’.

what participants said...

‘we had a chance to say what we 
really think of our area, like our 
area …we could tell them what the 
scene’s like in Canning Town, in 
Excel, and all that – what it’s really 
about!’ 
Yemisi: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘it was good because it felt like you 
were part of the community and you 
had fun at the same time…it’s like 
working together but playing at the 
same time!’
Terri: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘what I’ve also learnt, is that 
socialising is important to get 
something done. You know, if you 
don’t get along with someone, 

you’re not going to get nowhere. 
But if you get along with people, 
then people are more willing to do 
what they have to do, you know, get 
along with each other, and things 
just get done’
Mysara: Year 10, Royal Docks Community School

‘The young people were very 
engaged … they wanted to do it: 
it was about their community and 
about their voice – and that was 
important to them’ 
Debbie Stanton: Community Tutor, Informal and Community 
Education, Royal Docks Community School

‘[skills we learned from the project] 
…how to use a camera!’
Mysara: Year 10, Royal Docks Community School
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‘[the skills we learned from the 
project] co-operating, integrating, 
participating’
Terri: Year 8, Royal Docks School

‘I also like the working in 
partnership and the integrated 
work – because I think that brings 
them a wealth of new experience; 
it offers young people different 
experiences and different ways of 
relating to adults … it’s a model 
that we’d like to use even more’
Debbie Stanton: Community Tutor, Informal and Community 
Education, Royal Docks Community School

‘I liked it when we went to the 
museum place and got the chance 
to speak about it and what we 
learnt about and stuff’
Yemesi: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘I feel it was quite good because we 
actually had a say in the community’
Terri: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘I felt like a role model I think to 
the younger people … because they 
look up to you because you’re in 
college and that’s another stage 
of education, so I think that will 
encourage them to go to college’ 
Melissa: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘I couldn’t load the camera at one 
point; I couldn’t work it - it was so 
big! I didn’t know what to press and 
all that!’

Yemesi: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘[the skills we learned from the 
project] getting together as a 
group’

Demi: Year 10, Royal Docks Community School

‘I liked working with the little kids 
…they gave me a new experience’

Nasra: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘everyone just got along with each 
other and it’s really nice and elders 
are supporting us and if we get 
stuck we just get help from our 
elders’ 

Harun: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘the Cascade project was the 
main factor behind allowing me to 
comprehend and experience the 
real meaning and feeling of the 
role of a teacher [and] gave me a 
level of reassurance … enabling 
me to have more confidence when 
facing new situations outside of 
the university environment’

Tiffany Ma: BA Fine Art, University of East London
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NewVIc Sixth Form College

Students from NewVIc Sixth Form College were involved in the project in 
different ways. Young people following BND courses in Travel and Tourism as 
well as Media accompanied Royal Docks School pupils on site visits to help 
them with their research and prepare materials for uploading. In addition 
two classes of Media students gathered audio material for the web site, from 
which they made the sounds collages for each location.

what participants said...

‘working outside of college you learn 
new skills and meet new people so 
you feel much more confident’ 

Harun: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘I learnt lots of things, like using 
the sound recorder, which I didn’t 
know, and editing sound and editing 
software’ 

Aiden: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘it made me feel smart!’ 

Nasra: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘it made you feel more ‘older’, like, 
more mature!’ 

Lisa: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College 

‘UEL … I always thought: ‘oh, no!’ 
- I didn’t really know enough about 
that but now I do … it made me 
want to go!’

Lisa: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘you don’t realise how many sounds 
there are around until you actually 
stop and listen … it’s the music of 
the world!’

Bilal: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘even though I’ve been in this area 
all my life, it’s just that I saw things 
differently, like … things that have 
been there all the time but you’ve 
never really paid attention to’ 

Lisa: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘I would definitely say it teaches 
them a whole range of given skills, 
like communication skills, editing 
skills, people skills, you know... 
‘Key Skills’ … if you can teach them 
and they don’t think they are being 
taught, they learn quicker…

Peter Duquemin: Tutor in Travel & Tourism and Sport, 

NewVIc Sixth Form College
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‘we found that the ones that 
weren’t always doing so well in 
the classroom were the ones who 
excelled …a real ‘eye-opener’ for our 
students really…they were doing 
things that were completely new to 
them’
Bahvin Bhadresa; Tutor in Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘even though [the project] was quite 
challenging at times with the Royal 
Docks’ kids … I think that‘s where 
the biggest learning took place 
really … going back into school they 
start to see how far they’ve moved 
away!’
Peter Duquemin: Tutor in Travel, Tourism and Sport,  
NewVIc Sixth Form College 

‘interacting with people outside of 
the college structure…broadens 
their thinking … it’s a new way of 
learning for them - being outside of 
the classroom, you know ‘learning 
through doing’
Bahvin Bhadresa: Tutor in Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘I think you learn things off them 
as well [the pupils], like what they 
think and their opinions. A lot of 
people can’t communicate with 
young people but when you work 
with them, it does open your eyes 
to what they think and the things 
they like doing … and they loved us 
didn’t they!’
Melissa: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

It really educated me because [the pupils] 
knew places around the area which I never 
knew existed before … it really opened 
my eyes to different attractions around 
Newham’

Melissa :  Trave l  & Tour ism,  NewVIc S ixth Form Col lege
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University Of East London

Accompanying the young people at all times, were students from the University 
of East London. Working closely with photographer Dr. John Nassari, they 
attended site visits and joined in classroom preparation with Royal Docks 
School pupils to help with research and documentation. They also participated 
in workshops at the sixth form college in order to assist media students with 
their sound collages. 

Their key function was to offer role modelling and mentoring support to the 
younger cohort, who they took to visit facilities at the university. At a specially 
arranged session at NewVIc each also demonstrated examples of their 
practice in arts and media to the whole BND group, describing their own 
pathways into higher education. In this way a ‘cascade’ of skills and experience 
was offered from older to younger participants within a wider context of 
production and support. 

For the university students, these combined experiences not only enabled 
skills to be utilised within a ‘live’ context but also facilitated a shift from 
‘student’ to ‘professional’. As a result of exploring levels of competence and 
confidence within this modified role, the experience afforded the opportunity 
for a review of educational ‘distance travelled’. In turn NewVIc and the Royal 
Docks School were provided with a practical means by which to address the 
issue of educational progression.
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what participants said...

‘I got more confident towards the 
university, the people from the 
university … I got to know them and 
saw them outside school … just got 
more confident with meeting people’
Terri: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘it was good because you were 
mixing with a higher education’
Yemisi: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School’ 

‘l really like coming across new 
people … I like university people 
because they really are funny and I 
can’t wait to get to university!’ 
Mysara: Year 10, Royal Docks Community School

‘it made us feel special!’
Ayesha: Media student, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘we didn’t expect people [artists 
and students] to be so down to 
earth … so patient and that they’d 
just think we we’re trouble-makers 
and stuff …it’s made us feel more 
comfortable working’ 
Bilal: Media student, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘students can talk about it when 
they go for interview and they can 
get employability skills through 
the project … because of their 
involvement in the project, they 
are likely to do better on their 
main course’ 
Beatrix Roudet: Faculty Manager, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘we had little chats about how  
the university environment’s  
going to be’
Harun: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘‘the project facilitated the gaining 
of knowledge regarding the local 
area’s history and also enabled me 
to clearly visualize the differences 
… between wealthy and poor 
countries given my upbringing in 
Brazil’ 
Tiffany Ma: BA Fine Art, University of East London

‘I was drawn towards talking about 
the experience publicly which is not 
something previously enjoyed; my 
confidence has grown…an extremely 
invigorating experience [which] 
widened my view to the uses of art 
within the social context.’
Michelle Green: BA Photography,  
University of East London

‘an extremely valuable experience of 
professional practice…expanding my 
own knowledge and experience.’ 
Julian Greaves: BA Photography, University of East London

‘working within the Cascade project 
was an interesting and rewarding 
experience, not only guiding 
and passing on knowledge but 
gaining knowledge, experience and 
understanding’ 
Samantha Cook: BA Fine Art, University of East London
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Docklands Light Railway

The DLR supported the project by enabling selections of the Young Person’s 
Guide to be produced as visual panels for their trains. Ten sites were selected 
and three hundred car cards displayed at the time of the project’s launch.   In 
addition, young people were invited the DLR control room to find out more 
about the railway and its operations.

what participants said...

‘I saw one of them! [a car card on 
the DLR] … I think it was of a little 
girl from The Royal Docks School, 
and I said ‘Oh Mum, look!’ … ‘I was 
part of that!’ … You don’t really see 
any of your work on the streets or 
anything like that!’
Lisa: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College 

‘a rewarding experience both 
personally and professionally. It 
gave me the opportunity to work 
on a live project, dealing with the 
challenges that come with the 
project as well as having the huge 
reward of seeing the students’ and 
your own work published’
Julian Greaves: BA Photography, University of East London

‘working with cSPACE at the 
University of East London on 
The Young Person’s Guide to the 
Royal Docks was an excellent 
opportunity for DLR to support art, 
the local community and provide 
opportunities for participation so as 
to improve the quality of experience 

of its passengers and instill local 
ownership and pride’
Naomi Spencer: Transport Planner,  
Docklands Light Railway

‘at that age they see the world 
slightly differently … seeing 
something on the tube, they sort 
of take it for granted almost, you 
know ‘there it is, it’s no big deal’ 
and you think ... that’s a massive 
deal you know?… it’s like a project 
with an ‘end’. That’s really nice. 
Because that was a real project’
Peter Duquemin: Tutor in Travel & Tourism and Sport tutor, 
NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘They get so much bad press … it 
was great to see them coming in 
and just saying ‘I’ve seen myself on 
the Docklands Light Railway!’ and 
that was great! … it’s a good thing 
for us, to have young people coming 
back and saying ‘Brilliant. I really 
enjoyed that!’ 
Lee Faires: Youth Worker, Informal and Community 
Education, Royal Docks Community School.
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The YPG2RD Web Site

what participants said...

‘it made us learn that there’s 
heritage in our area because 
usually, when we look at it, it’s 
always in far places but it’s right on 
our doorstep’ 
Melissa: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College 

‘when I got the postcard through 
my door, the Young Persons’ Guide 
to the Royal Docks, I was like “oh 
my God! Mum, this is what I did for 
our art!’ And then I went on the 
website straight away and there 
was this faint picture of Excel and 
me and Demi walking up the stairs; 
it was like really exciting!’
Mysara Year 10, Royal Docks Community School

‘I liked working with the year eights 
because they were really involved; 
they put their ideas forward; a lot 
of ideas where they would like to go 
outside school.’
Melissa: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘Barrier Park, I didn’t even know it 
existed! I’ve lived here seven years, 
in Canning Town, yeah, and I did not 
know it existed, I swear!’
Nasra: Travel & Tourism, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘it enriches [the curriculum] …it has 
given us the opportunity to work on 
a live project and that’s excellent 
– and to help with their research 
… it very much gives them that 
opportunity…

Beatrix Roudet: Faculty Manager, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘the website … it’s from a young 
person’s view of the world’ 
Yemesi Year 8, Royal Docks Community School

‘with John, we went out and he said 
“listen” and there was waves, birds, 
trees, planes, dogs and gravel on 
the floor. The way John explained it, 
it was much easier for me’ 
Harun: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘John just said “record what you 
hear” … he made it easy’
Ayesha: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘It would give [young people] a 
different idea of what East London 
is really like … because all they 
get is that it’s full of ‘hooligans’ 
and things like that - but it’s not 
really!’ 
Lisa: Media, NewVIc Sixth Form College
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‘it’s colourful, it’s clear, it’s got a 
very clear message and it’s very 
easy to use’ 
Mysara Year 10, Royal Docks Community School 

‘it attracts you to the place - it tells 
you what sort of things that are 
there’
Farha: Travel & Tourism,  
NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘they come to realise that the 
quality of their individual work is 
going to effect the overall work 
on the end product … they see 
that this is a real live project, 
and there is an end-product, and 
there’s a result, it’s almost like a 
reward for them at the end... they 
were really enthusiastic about that 
… they had contributed to a live 
website which, you know, it’s quite 
a nice thing for a sixteen year old 
to be able to say!’
Bahvin Bhadresa: Tutor in Media,  
NewVIc Sixth Form College

‘the value added for the school 
is about having those different 

‘people’ and different ‘skills’, so 
having the skilled artists coming 
in and the skilled photographers, 
having older students coming in 
that can bring that additional 
experience and getting all the 
young people out, into the 
community, and getting their voice 
heard.’ 
Debbie Stanton: Community Tutor,  
Informal and Community Education,  
Royal Docks Community School

‘I thought the presentation 
[launch] was fantastic … absolutely 
fantastic that they ‘cascaded’ 
it down, from the university 
students, and they introduced the 
college students, and the college 
students introduced the students 
from Royal Docks. I thought that 
worked, you know’
Peter Duquemin: Tutor in Travel, Tourism and Sport, NewVIc 
Sixth Form College

‘it will attract more kids, you know, 
in the future - definitely’
Suraj: Travel & Tourism,  
NewVIc Sixth Form College
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The Future 

This project has effectively piloted a process with the potential for expansion. 
A Young Person’s Guide to East London will now be developed with local 
young people over a much wider geographical area, to be made available 
for young visitors to the 2012 Olympics and beyond. As in the Royal Docks 
project, participants will identify within their own communities that which 
is unique, exciting and accessible for 13 -18 year olds. It will be a way for 
local young people to take ownership and demonstrate a sense of pride in 
their neighbourhoods, whilst creating a real resource for an age group often 
overlooked in visitor information. We aim for this guide to be a sustainable 
and infinitely expandable resource, developed sufficiently by 2012 to stand as 
the definitive guide to the area for young visitors to the Olympics.

To inform this expansion, both in terms of project process and outcomes,  
an evaluation of this year’s Cascade activity has been conducted by  
Dr. John Cockram from the University of East London. Group interviews 
elicited feedback from young people and student groups involved as well 
as from staff of participating institutions. This information has served to 
monitor the effectiveness of the project process and product, the mentoring 
of participants and the extent to which the project has supported creative 
learning and social development. In so doing it has established where and 
how improvements may be made, whilst providing feedback to those involved. 
This report summarises the information obtained. A copy of the full evaluation 
document is obtainable from cSPACE upon request.
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Stage 2

The Young Person’s Guide to the Royal Docks.  
A cSPACE project

Directed: Loraine Leeson

Digital media workshops: Dr.John Nassari

Mentoring co-ordinator: 

Anne-Marie Pereira de Mello

Student co-ordination and project 

evaluation: Dr.John Cockram

Mentoring:

BA Fine Art and BA Photography students, 

University of East London

BND1 Travel & Tourism students,  

NewVIc Sixth Form College

Photographic documentation: 

John Cockram, Julian Greaves, Loraine 

Leeson, Glen Marsden and John Nassari

Web Site 

Site photography: 

Year 8, 9 10 and 11 pupils,  

Royal Docks Community School

 

Additional photography:

John Cockram, Julian Greaves,  

Loraine Leeson and John Nassari

Sound collages: 

BND1 Media students,  

NewVIc Sixth Form College

DLR panels, web site & report design:

Henry Iles & Associates

Financially supported:

Heritage Lottery Fund

Royal Docks Trust

Jack Petchey Foundation

London Borough of Newham

NewVIc Sixth Form College

Equipment provided by Access to 

Excellence

This year’s partners:

cSPACE

Royal Docks Community School

NewVIc Sixth Form College

University of East London

Courtesy of SERCO, extracts from  

the guide have been showcased on DLR 

trains during March and April 2007.
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‘I think it says it all: ‘The Young Person’s Guide’!
Yemesi: Year 8, Royal Docks Community School’

For further information contact:

Loraine Leeson, Director

cSPACE

University of East London

Docklands Campus

4-6 University Way

London E16 2RD

Tel. 020 8223 7531  

l.leeson@uel.ac.uk   

www.cspace.org.uk

www.ypg2rd.org


